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Virginia Lees chose to fill the void in her life after her husband 
passed away 15 years ago by serving others.

“I wanted to do something with my time that would make 
a difference in my community,” she says. “The more time I 
gave to the community, the more I wanted to give and I just 
became more involved in the Selma community.”

“Involved” only begins to describe her devotion to the town 
and its residents.

She is an active and energetic member of the Selma District 
Chamber of Commerce, Selma Rotary and the Kiwanis Club 

(Cont. inside—Virginia Lees)

Member Spotlight:

Virginia Lees
Selma Community Volunteer

EECU will soon begin accepting applications for the Board of 
Directors, Supervisory Committee, and Associate Volunteer 
program. If you are interested in submitting an application, 
please be sure to read the information that will be included 
in your November, December and January statements. Our 
elected and associate positions are strictly voluntary – no 
compensation is provided. Interested applicants should 
demonstrate a high degree of personal financial responsibility 
and have no appearance of conflict with EECU’s business 
interests.

We are looking for members who have the time, interest, 
ability and commitment to serve and will dedicate their efforts 
on behalf of – and for the good of – our diverse membership.

Volunteers Wanted
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Don’t forget to set your clocks back 
one hour before bedtime on Saturday, 
November 6. Daylight Saving Time 
ends Sunday, November 7.

Daylight Saving  
Time Ends 

In observance of the following 
holidays, we will be closed:

Veterans Day  
 Thursday, November 11

Thanksgiving  
 Thursday, November 25, and Friday, 
November 26

Normal Call Center hours will  
resume on Saturday, November 27.

Christmas Holidays 
Friday, December 24, and  
Saturday, December 25

 New Year’s Day Holidays 
 Friday, December 31, and  
Saturday, January 1 

Holiday Hours

Upcoming Dates  
October 1: October is National  
Breast Cancer Awareness Month

October 11: EECU Grant Application 
Available (see related article) 

October 17-23: National Retirement 
Security Week

October 21: International Credit 
Union Day

December 3: EECU Grant 
Applications Due (see related article)  

EECU Student Grant Program 
Grant Program Opens October 11

EECU’s Student Grant Program provides financial support to students who 
are pursuing higher education.  Each year we award up to $100,000 in grants 
to help members pay for school-related expenses, such as tuition and books. 

The program is open to EECU members pursuing a post-high school 
education at a community college, university/college, vocational/technical 
school, or advanced professional training in the United States and the 
District of Columbia. 

Members who submit a completed application and who meet the grant 
eligibility requirements will have an opportunity to be considered for a 
$2,000 grant.

Visit myEECU.org for grant eligibility and application information.

We need your help to review the grant applications and select the 50 
recipients. We’re seeking credit union members to serve on the reading 
committee who are qualified to represent public, technical and community 
schools/colleges. Volunteers will serve on the committee during February 
and March 2022.

Volunteer interest forms are available at any EECU branch and on our 
website. Completed forms must be returned by November 18, 2021.

 

Grant Reading Committee  



ATM Safety Tips
Your safety is a top priority. Here are some important tips to 
follow when visiting any EECU ATM:

✓  Have your card ready before approaching the ATM.  
Memorize your PIN; never write it on the back of the card.

✓  Be extra cautious at night. Bring a friend whenever 
possible and always choose well-lighted ATMs.

✓  Scan your surrounding area for suspicious activity. If 
for any reason you aren’t comfortable, report unusual 
activity as soon as possible and use another ATM.

✓  Notify police immediately of any criminal activity you 
observe at ATMs. 

✓  Inspect the ATM card reader slot and the keypad to ensure both are securely in place. Look over the entire ATM for 
parts that don’t match in styling, color or material. If you suspect the ATM may have been tampered with, notify the 
credit union as soon as possible and use another ATM.  

✓ Conceal the number pad with your body when entering your PIN so others cannot see your code.

✓ Take your ATM card and transaction receipt or select no receipt, email receipt or text receipt.

✓ Never count cash at the machine or in public. Wait until you are in another secure place.  

✓ Do not lower your window if someone approaches you while in your vehicle. Keep doors locked and windows rolled up. 

✓ If you are followed after leaving an ATM, go to a heavily populated, well-lighted area and call the police.

✓ If you are involved in a confrontation with an assailant who demands your money, COMPLY.

✓ Do not provide information about your account or PIN to strangers, not even the credit union.

✓  If you lose your card, your PIN is compromised, or you discover suspicious transactions on your account, notify the 
credit union immediately.

Credit Life and Disability Annual Notice  
The following provides valuable information and will serve as an important annual notice regarding the terms of 
your credit insurance coverage on your revolving loan account. Your coverage is subject to a pre-existing condition 
exclusion; as a result, California law requires that we annually provide you with the following notice.

Your insurance may not cover an advance or charge under your credit line if your disability or death results from 
a condition for which you have seen a doctor or chiropractor in the past six months before the advance or charge. 

Please accept the above notification as a reminder of an important condition of your credit insurance plan. We suggest 
that you refer to your insurance certificate provided to you at the time of your loan for additional information.

 



of Selma, and she serves as treasurer for 
the Selma Women’s Club and the Central 
Valley Lioness Lions Club. She is vice chair 
of the Selma Beautification Committee and 
a member of the Selma Public Education 
Foundation board.

While her volunteerism has enriched the 
lives of Selma residents, she has received 
the gift of knowing her efforts and those of 
fellow volunteers benefit the townspeople.

“It’s important to help others achieve their 
life’s goals and full potential.”

Selma, like many small towns around the 
valley, is known for its annual events that 
bring the community together and draw 
large crowds. 

Two of Selma’s celebrations are the Raisin 
Festival, a five-day gathering with food 
booths, a carnival and vendors, and the 
Selma Band Festival, a popular high school 
band competition. She works alongside 
all the volunteers who make these events 
successful. Virginia also plays a key role 
in the Selma Chamber’s Crab Feed, which 
features a fundraising silent auction that 
she organizes and oversees. 

“I work these events with a very happy 
heart,” she says in her unwavering upbeat 
and enthusiastic tone. 

Virginia, a retired educator, also has served 
in various capacities to raise money for 
student scholarships.

“It warms my heart to see the faces of 
students and hear them express their 
gratitude for receiving scholarship checks 
that will help them go to college and become 
all they are capable of being,” she says.

Providing equal opportunities for everyone 
is at the core of why she gives of her time.

“Working to fund scholarships and 
classroom needs for students is extremely 
important to me. I truly believe the more 
we are blessed, the more we are required 
to do for others.”

She taught elementary school, adult school 
and at Heald College Fresno, a private 
career and vocational college that closed 
in 2015. Before retiring, Virginia served as 
Heald’s dean of instruction.

“I have a deep passion for vocational 
education because there are so many 
people who do not have the means or 
privilege to go to traditional colleges 
— community colleges or universities,”  
she says.

“I went to work at Heald College to help 
students, young and old, achieve their 
potential and become successful in 
their careers. I have seen many students 
use vocational training success as a 
springboard to higher education and even 
greater career goals.”

Though Virginia expanded her volunteer 
scope after her husband, Richard, passed 
away, a program that she began promoting 
years earlier is Operation Lifesaver, a 
national effort that spreads the word about 
railroad safety. She visits elementary 
schools and speaks to children about safety 
near tracks.

“It is very important for them to understand 
the laws and what they should and should 
not do around railroad tracks.”

In 2013, she traveled to the Philippines 
with a group from Selma First Baptist 
Church to help build a church.

“It was a very enriching and rewarding 
experience and I would do another service 
mission if given the opportunity.”

Her selfless volunteer efforts were 
recognized by the Selma Chamber when she 
was selected Citizen of the Year in 2013, an 
honor she called humbling.

Virginia also devotes time to her family – 
her two daughters, son-in-law and three 
“amazing” grandchildren. 

Older daughter Shari is vice principal at 
Pioneer Elementary School in Hanford 
and her husband Larry is retired from the 
Fresno County Sheriff’s Office. Their son 
Austin is a sophomore at Sierra Pacific High 
School in Hanford.

Younger daughter Dawn is a math teacher 
at Washington Middle School in Dinuba 
and her twins Kenneth and Sydney are 
sophomores at Fowler High School. The 
family lives next door to Virginia.

Virginia came to Selma as a third-grader 
when her family relocated from Arizona.  
She says Selma is “a special place” and 
wants to see the community thrive.

“It’s where I grew up. It’s what I know. Selma 
is like a family.”

The town has given much to her and she 
wants to continue giving back.

“I have always had a 
deep desire to encourage 
and help others,” she 
says. “It has always been 
very important for me to 
work to make Selma a 
better place to live, work 
and raise a family.”
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Virginia Lees, (Cont. from Cover)



Fund Your  
Upgrades with an  
ECOlogicial Loan
An ECOlogical loan can help finance interior and 
exterior home upgrades such as:

• Solar panels

• Synthetic lawns

• Tankless water heaters

• Energy-efficient windows and appliances

• Water-wise landscaping  

Energy Smart home upgrades can help you save 
money and boost your home’s appeal to buyers. With 
our ECOlogical Loan, there’s no equity, collateral or 
appraisal required.

Visit myEECU.org for a full list of eligible products 
you can purchase with an ECOlogical Loan.

* Subject to credit approval. Products and services purchased 
with the ECOlogical Loan proceeds must meet EECU Energy 
Efficiency Standards. Minimum loan amount $100.

If you’re feeling anxious about your financial health during these uncertain times, you’re not alone. That’s why the 
three national credit reporting agencies, which last year gave people weekly access to monitor their credit report for 
free, are extending that benefit until April 20, 2022.

This is some helpful news, because staying on top of your credit reports is one important tool to help manage your 
financial data. Your credit report has information about your credit history and payment history — information that 
lenders, creditors, and other businesses use when giving you loans or credit. 

Now it’s easier than ever to check your credit more often. Take advantage of your free credit reports from the 
three national credit reporting agencies: Equifax, Experian and TransUnion. To get your free reports, go to 
AnnualCreditReport.com.

Source: Federal Trade Commission

Free Credit Reports Available Through April 2022

Mobile Deposit 
Options Enhanced

We now offer the option to select 
Checking or Savings when 

depositing a check through 
our mobile app. Previously, 
Checking account was the 
only option when making a 

mobile deposit.

In the mobile app, simply tap the To field on the check 
deposit screen to select the account you want the 
check deposited into - Savings or Checking (Savings 
refers to the main Savings account only).  The deposit 
screen will default to the account selected for the last 
app deposit. 

Checks deposited through the app must include the 
proper endorsement.  Make sure to sign the back of 
the check and write “EECU Mobile Deposit Only.” 

Enjoy the convenience of viewing account activity, 
transferring money, paying bills, depositing checks, and 
more with our mobile app.  Download the app today!

Mobile Deposit service is subject to approval.

4.5% 
APR

AS LOW AS

*

BORROW UP TO

$40,000
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Save Money  
on a Home Equity  
Line of Credit
Use a Home Equity Line of Credit from EECU to pay 
for remodeling projects, a new car, unexpected bills, 
and even a family vacation.  Through October 31, 
you’ll pay no application fee or closing costs when 
you open a new Home Equity Line of Credit –  
a savings of up to $449!*

Benefits of the loan include:

• No application fee or closing costs*

• Easy application process

• Borrow from $10,000 to $200,000

• No appraisal fee

• No pre-payment penalties

• Easy access to funds

To apply, visit myEECU.org, call us at 1-800-538-3328, 
or visit any EECU branch.

*Variable APR 4.00% as of 9/1/21. Lifetime maximum APR is start 
rate plus 5.00%, currently 9.00%. $125 application fee is waived.  A 
minimum $10,000.00 advance is required when the credit line is 
established.  Closing costs (up to $324 depending on lien position, 
credit limit and other factors) are waived. $25 annual fee. Rates 
and terms subject to change without notice. Loans subject to credit 
approval. Available on California owner-occupied real property 
only. Other restrictions may apply. Offer valid for applications 
received 9/1/21 - 10/31/21. NMLS #457253.

Virtual Workshop Offers 
Home Buying Tips
If you’re thinking about buying a home and would like 
to learn about the process, attend our virtual Home 
Buying Basics Workshop on Wednesday, October 20. You 
will learn the steps related to: 

• Preparing for home ownership 

• Understanding financing options 

• Evaluating your purchasing power 

• Completing the escrow process 

• And more! 

Online attendance is limited.  To join us for a 
comprehensive session on the ins and outs of home 
buying, please RSVP by October 18 to:  
mikej@myeecu.org or call 559-437-7796.


