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Mike De Cesare’s military life is a storied tale that shaped the 
rest of his life.

He enlisted in the U.S. Navy at age 15 during World War II but 
was kicked out for forging his baptismal certificate. Undeterred, 
he tried again a few months later.

“We were at war and they weren’t particular,” he says of his 
second enlistment attempt at a different recruitment office. 
“They wanted warm bodies.”

After serving two years and nearing his 18th birthday, he was 
discharged. But with few jobs to be had after the war, he re-
enlisted. He served as a deep-sea salvage diver and survived a

(Cont. inside—Mike De Cesare)

Member Spotlight:

Mike De Cesare
World War II Veteran

In need of a new computer, iPad, printer or cell phone? We 
can help. Take advantage of our great rates on technology 
purchases through September 30, 2021. Purchases for tablets, 
drones and home theaters are also eligible.

 • Borrow from $500 to $7,500
 • As low as 3% APR*
 • 100% financing
 • Discounts on select Dell computer purchases

Visit myEECU.org or call us at 1-800-538-3328 to learn more about our Technology Loan.

*Special rate effective 5/1/21 – 9/30/21. Subject to credit approval. Rates are subject to change without notice. Payment example: monthly payment is 
$17.97 per $1,000 borrowed for a 60-month loan at 3% APR. Minimum loan amount $500; maximum $7,500.

Our Technology Loan Special 
Offers Great Rates
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In observance of the following 
holidays, we will be closed:

Independence Day – Fourth of July 
Monday, July 5

Normal business hours will resume 
on Tuesday, July 6.

Labor Day –  Monday, September 6

Normal business hours will resume 
on Tuesday, September 7.

Holiday Hours

Include Us on Your  
Travel Plans Checklist
If traveling is part of your summer plans, let us know.

We do our best to help minimize and prevent fraud. If we notice debit or credit card 
transactions from a location that is outside of your normal spending pattern, we may 
block your card for your protection. If you know you’ll be traveling and using your 
card(s), let us know to prevent interruption in card access while you travel.

Call us at 1-800-538-3328 or complete the Traveling Members form in Online Banking 
(the form is located in the Additional Services menu on our full site and under More 
on our app).

We also encourage you to enroll your debit and credit cards in our fraud text alert 
service.  When there is unusual activity on your account, you’ll receive a text message 
on your mobile phone.  You’ll be able to review the transaction details and respond to 
the text to verify the transaction.  It’s easy to enroll and the service is free.

Visit myEECU.org for more information about enrolling in our fraud text alert service. 

Standard text messaging and data rates may apply.

EECU Board Member John Tinker Passes Away
We are saddened to announce that John Tinker, chair of our Board of Directors, passed away 
on April 3.

John served two terms as an EECU associate volunteer from 2012 to 2014. He was elected to 
the Board of Directors in 2014 and served on several board committees during his tenure.  He 
served as vice chair of the board in 2018 and 2019 and became chair of the board in 2020, a 
position he held until his passing.  

John received his bachelor’s degree from CSU, Fresno, and his master’s degree and Ph.D. from 
UCLA.  He was a professor of sociology at Fresno State. John also volunteered on the Fresno 
County Grand Jury and served on the EECU student grant reading committee for many years.

John was a highly valued and respected member of our Board of Directors and the EECU family, and he will be greatly missed.



Congratulations to Our Grant Recipients
The Board of Directors is pleased to announce the recipients of the 2021 EECU Student Grant Program. Each recipient will 
receive $2,000 to be used toward college education expenses. Our Student Grant Program started in 2003 and to date we 
have awarded more than $1.5 million in grants to students who are pursuing higher education.  

Our Board of Directors established the grant program to help students with their education expenses, and we are proud that 
our investment is helping to educate the next generation of teachers, doctors, accountants, nurses, and more.

In June, the 2021 Student Grant Program recipients listed below received special recognition at our Annual Meeting, held 
virtually this year. 

This is the 19th year that EECU has offered the Educational Grant Program to assist members with their higher 
education expenses.

We congratulate the 50 grant recipients and wish them continued success in their field of study. Applications for the  
2022 grant program will be available in October.

 

Dario Aluisi

Ximena Aston

Sarah Birkle

Dante Buell

Reyna Carrera

Bryan Cha

Rachel Diaz

Fernando Dominguez

Jacob Dotson

Anna Felipe

Bryce Foshee

Amber Francis

Brian Gai

Engelic Garcia

Keaton Gleason

Karly Guerrero

Giana Hollingsworth

Liliana Kahn

Kirandeep Klair

Katherine Ly*

Felix Madrigal

Vanessa Marin

Primavera Martinez

Magaly Mercado

Rose Moua

Lauren Nichols

Elise Ochs

Alyssah Offerman

Alexa Ortiz

Benjamin Pegram

John Pena

Leeza Pena

Martha Quijano

Elijah Rodriguez

Yvette Rodriguez

Simranjeet Sekhon 

Iqbal Sidhu

Sukhmandeep Sidhu

Vanesa Sierra

Katrina Suarez

Nicholas Tom*

Mary Topoozian

Jolene Uribe

Melissa Valdez

Nkauzong Vang

Thong Vang

Regine Villarmea

Yeng Vue

Irene Vuong

Bryan Welch

*Two-time recipient    



42-foot fall from the USS Recovery’s mast 
that left him badly injured. He recovered, 
finished that nearly four-year Navy stint 
and was back out looking for work. Again 
with few job prospects and no education, 
Mike’s future was uncertain. 

But thanks to the encouragement from 
a college counselor, and discipline and 
strength gained in the military – and 
the GI bill – he completed law school 
and forged a long career as an attorney 
for an insurance company in the legal 
claims department and later as a licensed 
liability claims adjuster in 22 states.

The 92-year-old Madera man says he owes 
his good fortune to his military service.

“If it wasn’t for the military, 
how would I ever have gone 
to college? I say thank God 
to the U.S. military that 
gave me that break in life.”

Growing up, the thought of Mike ever 
seeing the inside of a law school classroom 
seemed improbable.

Born in New Jersey the youngest of eight 
children, Mike was sent to live with his 
grandparents when his mother died the 
day after he was born. At the age of 9, he 
began working in a blacksmith shop after 
school to help his grandparents, who had 
six children of their own.

“(The shop owner) gave me $1 a week and 
I would give that to my grandparents.”

During that time, relatives from 
California traveled to New Jersey for a 
visit and floated the idea of him coming 
to Fresno to live. His grandfather initially 

resisted but relented because of Mike’s 
persistence. 

Mike was itching for a new adventure and 
ready to go. 

“I was 9 but experience-wise, I was 30 
years old,” he says, “Back east, you hear 
California and you’re thinking movie 
stars.”

He traveled alone by train for 4½ days from 
Philadelphia to Fresno, switching trains 
in Chicago. His grandmother supplied 
him with Italian hoagie sandwiches. 

Life in Fresno was good but not quite 
Hollywood.

Mike worked with his new family 
harvesting crops throughout the valley. 
He received 20 cents an hour and 
mailed most of his earnings back to his 
grandparents. 

“I would send them $15 a month,” he says. 

Years later, he ran away from home in his 
first attempt to join the Navy. 

Within a couple of weeks after he 
graduated from boot camp in New York, 
Navy officials discovered his real age and 
sent him back to Fresno. Three months 
later, he signed up again – this time at a 
recruitment office in San Francisco – and 
served on the USS Sennet submarine that 
sank 12 Japanese warships.

Out of the Navy after a couple of years 
and still not sure what to do with his 
life, he re-enlisted. “I got tired of being 
an orphan.”

That was when he discovered his military 
calling as a deep-sea salvage diver on 
the USS Recovery, making 34 dives to 

recover mines, bombs and torpedoes, and 
even bodies in crashed U.S. aircraft.

His family’s military service runs deep. 
His two older twin brothers, whom he 
never knew, died in a Pearl Harbor attack 
and two other brothers also served.

Today Mike’s military service continues 
but in a different way. He works with 
veterans and their families to secure 
benefits owed to them. He takes no money 
for his services.

He is active in the Madera Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 1981 and the 
Knights of Columbus, a Catholic service 
organization.

On his ranch east of Madera, Mike and his 
wife, Dorlene, raise alpacas and sell their 
wool. The fiber, which is silky and durable, 
is used to make socks, gloves, sweaters, 
hats, scarves and jackets. 

Mike feels blessed to be active at 92 and 
still serving people – a life path that 
wasn’t so certain after his 42-foot fall on 
the USS Recovery. While he was changing 
a light bulb on a mast, a weld broke and 
his jacket snagged, leaving him dangling.

“I’m swaying side to side.”

The jacket tore and he fell, breaking 
his right wrist and right shoulder and 
fracturing his neck and left hip.

He was unconscious for 11 days and spent 
three months in a hospital. Despite the 
severe injuries, he recovered completely.

“I should have been dead,” he says. “I’m 
here because of the man above.”
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Thanks to All Who Took Part  
in Our Virtual Annual Meeting
Thank you to all of our members who attended our virtual Annual Meeting in June. 

The meeting was offered to our members online from our Operations Center in 
Fresno. Our Annual Meeting is usually a picnic-like gathering at Buchanan High 
School in Clovis but was revised because of continuing COVID-19 concerns. 

Thanks again to everyone who took part in the virtual meeting and thank you for 
your loyalty and support.

Spot imposters – Scammers 
often pretend to be someone 
you trust, like a government 
official, a family member, 

a charity, or a company you do business with. Don’t send 
money or give out personal information in response to an 
unexpected request. 

Do online searches – Type a company or product name 
into your favorite search engine with words like “review,” 
“complaint” or “scam,” or search for a phrase that describes 
your situation, like “IRS call.” 

Don’t believe your caller ID – Technology makes it easy for 
scammers to fake caller ID information, so the name and 
number you see aren’t always real. If someone calls asking for 
money or personal information, hang up. 

Don’t pay upfront for a promise – Someone might ask you 
to pay in advance for things like debt relief, credit and loan 
offers, mortgage assistance, or a job. They might even say 
you’ve won a prize, but first you have to pay taxes or fees. 
If you do, they will probably take the money and disappear. 
Learn where to get real help with these issues at consumer.
ftc.gov. 

Consider how you pay – Credit cards have significant fraud 
protection built in, but some payment methods don’t. Wiring 
money through services like Western Union or MoneyGram 
is risky because it’s nearly impossible to get your money 
back. That’s also true for reloadable cards and gift cards. 

Government offices and honest companies won’t require you 
to use these payment methods. 

Talk to someone – Before you give up your money or personal 
information, talk to someone you trust. Con artists want you 
to make decisions in a hurry. Slow down, check out the story, 
do an online search, consult an expert — or just tell a friend. 

Hang up on robocalls – If you answer the phone and hear a 
recorded sales pitch, hang up and report it to the FTC. These 
calls are illegal, and often the products are bogus. Don’t press 
1 to speak to a person or to be taken off the list. That could 
lead to more calls. 

Be skeptical about free trial offers – Some companies use 
free trials to sign you up for products and bill you every month 
until you cancel. Before you agree to a free trial, research the 
company and read the cancellation policy. 

Don’t deposit a check and wire money back – By law, banks 
must make funds from deposited checks available within 
days, but uncovering a fake check can take weeks. If a check 
you deposit turns out to be a fake, you’re responsible for 
repaying the bank. 

Sign up for free scam alerts from the FTC at ftc.gov/scams. 
Get the latest tips and advice about scams sent right to  
your inbox.

Source: Federal Trade Commission

10 Things You Can Do to Avoid Fraud
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Track Your Finances 
with Money 
Management 
Learn how you can better understand and manage 
your finances with Money Management, a personal 
financial management solution available in online 
banking. Money Management is a free personal tool 
that helps you track your spending, create budgets, 
set goals, and more.

With Money Management you can:

•  Use “bubble” budgets to easily see which spending 
categories take up a larger share of your budget 

•  View your spending trends over time to see 
changes in where your money is spent

•  Enjoy the ease and convenience of adding 
accounts from other financial institutions in Money 
Management so you can view your whole financial 
picture in one place

•  Set goals, track your net worth, set up notification 
alerts, and so much more

•  Create and manage savings, debt payoff, and 
retirement goals

• Receive text and email alerts

Log into our mobile app and check out Money 
Management in the More menu or go to our full 
Online Banking site.

Reedley Branch 
Moving to  
New Location
Our Reedley branch will be on the move this summer. 

The branch is relocating to 873 W. North Avenue off 
the traffic circle near Reedley High School. The new 
location will have an easy-to-access-standalone ATM, 
plenty of parking and two exterior walk-up windows.

The branch will also have convenient access from the 
adjacent Parkway Trail.

We look forward to continuing to serve our members 
at our new Reedley location.


