
Money didn’t always look exactly
like it does today. In fact, the

earliest forms of money date back to
9000 BC. Back then, cattle and crops
were the super valuable things used
to buy stuff. A person with several
cows or goats was a wealthy person
for sure. Another ancient form of
money was the cowrie, the small
shell of a clam. Cowries were first
used as money in China, but have
been used even as recently as the
mid 1900’s in Africa. Metal coins first
started appearing around 1000 BC,
but they were not made of precious
metal so they were not especially
reliable. By 700 BC, many societies

were using
precious metals
like gold and silver to
produce coins – these
caught on very well and
nowadays just about every
country has minted coins. In
America, the paper note began
being used around the time of the
Pilgrims, in the late 1600’s. Today of
course, paper money is the basis of
the American currency standard,
but that doesn’t mean old
coins aren’t worth anything
– if you find an old coin,
it could be worth
thousands!

Did you know that the U.S.
Treasury, the smart people

who print our paper money and
mint our coins, estimates that
Americans are holding onto
around $15,000,000,000 in loose
change! That’s right – $15 billion! If
you are like most American
families, you’ve got more than one
place that’s good for finding
change – that jar by the phone, the
drawer where your dad keeps all
the old keys, the cup holder in
mom’s minivan. You better believe

it adds up. Here’s an idea: tell mom
you are on a mission to collect it
all. Once you get it all together,
make plans to visit any EECU
branch – we have special
machines made just for counting
change. We’ll count whatever
you bring in for FREE (unlike the
coin-counters in your grocery
store that may charge fees as high
as 10%). Deposit it into your
savings account and before you
know it, you’ll have enough for
something really special.




